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INTRODUCTION

We would like to express our gratitude to our partner and co-sponsor of this event
series, the Federation of Humanities and Social Sciences (FHSS).
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SPECIAL THANKS

The Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences is a not-for-profit charitable
organization with a membership of over 160 Canadian universities, colleges, and
scholarly associations representing 91,000 researchers and graduate students. 

The Federation provides the Humanities and Social Sciences community with a
crucial platform of opportunities to make their voices heard when and where they’re
needed.

Evidence for Democracy (E4D) is Canada’s leading non-partisan, not-for-profit
organization championing the integration of scientific evidence in government
decision-making. 

Through original research, skills training, and advocacy campaigns, we foster public
demand for transparent and evidence-informed policies that benefit society. By
equipping the scientific community with tools and knowledge, we empower
researchers to take an active role in democracy alongside us as we bridge the gap
between science and policy.

ABOUT EVIDENCE FOR DEMOCRACY



The Safeguarding Science and Research in an Election Year series is a
multi-part panel series, bringing together sector experts,
parliamentarians, stakeholders, and scientists to discuss the role of
science in government decision-making processes, and challenges to
scientific integrity in an upcoming election year. 

Each panel aims to showcase examples of the impact of online
misinformation, government interference in science, and political
polarization on science and research in Canada – as well as to explore
their potential impacts and implications, develop strategies to
safeguard academic freedom and research integrity, and foster
better collaboration between academia, government, and advocacy
groups. 

ABOUT THE SESSION
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SUMMARY



ABOUT THE SESSION

THE PANELISTS

DR KELLY BRONSON LOUIS PATRICK LEROUX JONATHAN MALLOY

Assistant Professor &
Canada Research Chair,

University of Ottawa

Rector
St Paul University

Associate Dean (Research
& International), 

Carleton University

Session 2 of the Safeguarding Science & Research series, titled “Value Proposition of
Humanities and Social Sciences and Humanities to Society and Policy” was hosted on
20 February 2025 at Impact Hub Ottawa as an evening panel. The session was a
hybrid event, with live streaming for Zoom registrants and space for in-person
attendees to engage in the panel discussion.

The session began with a brief overview of the series by President and CEO of the
Federation, Karine Morin, followed by a self-introduction from each of the panelists:
Dr Kelly Bronson, Louis Patrick Leroux, and Jonathan Malloy. The discussion was
moderated by Sarah Laframboise, who covered an array of topics, including the role
of humanities and social science research, reforms to the graduate student
experience, and U.S politics impacting realities for Canadian scientists. 

https://evidencefordemocracy.ca/reframing-the-value-proposition-of-social-science-and-humanities-to-society-and-policy/
https://evidencefordemocracy.ca/reframing-the-value-proposition-of-social-science-and-humanities-to-society-and-policy/
https://www.federationhss.ca/en/karine-morin
https://www.uottawa.ca/research-innovation/centre-law-technology-society/people/bronson-kelly
https://ustpaul.ca/en/rector/
https://carleton.ca/polisci/people/malloy-jonathan/


DISCUSSION POINTS
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VALUE OF HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES

Adaptability Skillset -  Social sciences and humanities also provides
individuals with an adaptability skillset, crucial for innovation and creative
thinking.

04.

Reyond Economics - The discussions emphasized that the value of social
sciences and humanities extends beyond economic contributions,
encompassing wellness, empathy, and responsible citizenship. Art, for
instance, was highlighted as an exercise in empathy, allowing individuals
to step into others' shoes.

Complementary to STEM - Participants stressed that social sciences and
humanities are not "fuzzy alternatives" to STEM fields but are
complementary, offering unique and valuable perspectives.

01.

02.

03. Importance in Informing Policy - Social sciences and humanities plays a
crucial role in policymaking by:

Identifying public values and priorities, helping policymakers make
informed decisions.
Anticipating unintended consequences of policies and
technologies.
Considering a wider range of impacts (social, cultural) beyond
environmental factors.



ONGOING CHALLENGES

Low-Information Voters: Canadians can often be low-information voters
due to stress or lack of time, making it challenging to ensure they
understand the value of social sciences and humanities research – both to
their own lives and society more broadly.

04.

Systemic Issues in Graduate Studies - Panelists highlighted that the
current graduate studies system in Canada may not be serving students
well. The system – as it stands – currently serves and primarily benefits
faculty and universities through research output and funding. Additionally,
there's a lack of a clear vision for graduate studies in Canada, leading to
missed opportunities to tap into top talent and to maximize public good.

Bias and Misconceptions
Social sciences and humanities may be perceived as less attractive
or relevant by students compared to other fields (eg STEM), and
this often bars many highly capable students from pursuing
valuable careers in these fields.
Furthermore, higher education career paths often incentivize
theoretically-focused graduate studies (similar to STEM),
potentially limiting choices in other areas.

01.

02.

03. "War on Knowledge" - There's a growing concern about a "war on
knowledge and truth" according to panellists, which is heavily impacting
evidence-based decision-making in Canada. The influence of politics in
suppressing or narrowing certain fields of research and study can
ultimately undermine evidence and coherent thinking in Canadian
decision-making and society more broadly, at the expense of the public
good.

05. Scarcity Mindset - In times of tension, Canadian citizens and politicians can
often adopt a scarcity mindset that shape how they value and prioritize
public initiatives, such as research funding. Scarcity thinking can, for
example, push for prioritizing research associated with immediate economic
impact – often at the expense of other less politically popular (but equally
important) areas of research, such as those in the humanities or social
sciences.



CALLS TO ACTION
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REFORMING GRADUATE STUDIES
Focus: Reforming Graduate Studies

Objective: Reorient the current graduate studies system in Canada to better
benefit graduate students, and to address public good and solve significant
public problems.

Action:  Implement frameworks (like EITS) to evaluate the purpose and
benefits of graduate programs for students

Focus on talent development through placements and practical experience

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
Focus: Effectively Engage with the Public

Objective: Create a clear consistent narrative that communicates the
societal value of social sciences and humanities research.

Action: Tailor pitches to resonate with the values of the stakeholder being
addressed

Be mindful and humble in messaging

Speak out and hold events to discuss social sciences and humanities issues
with real societal impact.



COMBAT MISINFORMATION
Focus: Combat Misinformation and Political Influence

Objective: Create strategies to combat the influence of misinformation and
political influence

Action:  Build a network of allies and partners across sectors to create a
unified voice on the value of social sciences and humanities research.

Engage stakeholders to debunk misconceptions about social sciences and
humanities research by highlighting how it addresses real societal challenges
and contributes to long-term national benefits.

Educate policymakers on how to assess credibility of evidence and better
inform policy decisions.

FOSTERING PARTNERSHIPS
Focus: Foster Cross-Sector Partnerships

Objective: Expand outreach to include groups outside the research
community and build strategic partnerships that expand the impact of social
sciences and humanities research in Canada.

Action: Utilize programs like Mitacs to encourage collaboration between
universities and industry.

Ensure universities do not become mere arms of industry by protecting
intellectual property and fostering genuine dialogue.

Encourage universities to open themselves for development and innovation
opportunities.
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CONCLUSION

In summary, this latest session in the Safeguarding Science and Research series
brought together a panel of experts in the social sciences and humanities to discuss
current realities of the research community, and explore potential solutions to future
challenges.

SUMMARY

SPECIAL THANKS
We would like to express our gratitude to our partner and co-sponsor of this event
series, the Federation of Humanities and Social Sciences (FHSS).

Arts & Humanities at
the Heart of our
Social Concerns.

- Louis Patrick Leroux

https://www.federationhss.ca/en

